in Memeoriam

lonel Valentin Vlad, “Galileo Galilei” Prize winner of the International Commission of Optics (2005), died in
Bucharest on 24 December 2017. He was 74.

lonel Valentin Vlad was the President of the Romanian Acacemy (the highest academic forum in Romania), since 2014.
He was also the Headl of the "Nonlinear and formation Photonics” group in the Laser Department of the National
Institute ﬁ)r Laser, Plasma and Radiation Pnysics, aswell as Prcfessor at the University cf Bucharest, Facuity cf Pnysics.
A distinguished scientist honoured ioy several prestigious societies and national and international bodies, with a
prooiigious career in puioiisning and international conference organisation, he is credited with many milestones
and accornpiisnrnents as can be read here.

To sum things up, he was a Fellow of the OSA, SPIE, 10P, an Honorary member cyc the Acaoierny of Sciences of the
Repuioiic cf Moldova and Honoris Causa of several Romanian Universities.

He was a leader among those who promoted Optics in Romania to the level we know it tooiay. He sup}oorteoi the
dissemination of Optics research as chair of many editions of the Romopto international conference.

Ona personai note, 1 was a student of his in 1973, when he taugiat us “Opticai transmission of inforrnation”, as
an external lecturer coming frorn a oiistinguisned research institute. He emanated professionaiism and rigour
which inspired me in choosing optics as my career. Later on, in 1991, we went to San Diego togetner to meet the
SPIE Board to represent the desire cyC the Romanian optics scientists to establish a Cinapter of SPIE in Romania. 1
traversed together with him some memorable moments in the opening of Eastern Europe towards the vest of the
world. He rnanifesteoi both wisdom and aieiicacy n hanoiiing important moments faceoi ioy the Romanian Science
community due to the cnaiienges that foiioweoi. He was a role model, a true leader in the practice and teaciaing of
Science, as well as in its administration.

lonel Valentin Vlad will be soreiy missed ioy the Optics Community, ioy the farniiy of Romanian Pnysicists. He will
be fondiy remembered by all who knew him.

Adrian Podoleanu
Vice President International Commission of Optics
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http://www.acad.ro/birouPrez/cv/CV-Vlad-en.pdf

