Summing up Adi
Garfunkal's life

Summing up Adi Gavfunhet's tife, 1 heep coming back

to one thought. "Never will you meet a man who loved

his students move than Adi".

1 met him when 1 was in my third year of Dentistry.

He was serving as the Dean cyC the Dental school in

Jerusatem. Still, he had time to instruct students and

encourage their sctentiﬁc work. Adiwas a teacher of all

things. His method was s'wnpte. He taught toy exampte.

At any age, when faceot with a dilemma, 1 have found

myset]C coming back to one simpte question. What

would Adi do? Adi's teachings ave endless. Let me share

a few. Adiwas one of my instructors fov the MSc degree.

When 1 ﬁvst approacheot him with a result he said —

"it's nice, but one observation equats zevo observation”.

Later in my life 1 have found myself "selling" the same

advice to my students. Adi taught me to concentrate

my research on few issues, but to have deep hnowtedge

of them and do everything 1 can to be the best in the

world at those issues. Later, when 1was ap}oointeot Head

of Maxtttofactat Department he called to congratutate

me and was prouoter than me of my achievements. He

supported every step in my career with advice, recommendations, introducing me to peopte, writing articles or
any other thing 1 needed. 1was onty one of his students. This approach was intended for all his students.

Adi atways treated all the peopte around him as equats. Students, proﬁzssors, young, old, vich, Jpoor evevyhody
was treated the same and spohen to as Adi's best ﬁienot. Adi never let another person down. He futﬁtted all his
obtigations. He atways hept his word and everyone knew it. Adiwas setf—made and setf—retiant. From his education
to his caveer, Adiwas prouot to be a dentist. In his clinic, he hept instruments ﬁ'om the ﬁrst days of Dentistry. Adi
loved the good things n tife inctuoting art and music, travel and photography, food and wine, and ﬁfiends and
famity. Hewas an amazing cook and could establish intense Vetationsh'qos in minutes. The number cf peopte who
called Adi their ﬁ'ienot was immense. Adi never made an enenty. While he came across peop le he had to conﬁront,
he solved the prohtem hy stmpty avoioting them. He atways insisted that every crisis may be solved in a peacefu[
way. Adiwas toyat to his ﬁ'ienots. He maintained good ties even with his childhood ﬁ'ienots. Adi loved a goodjohe,
inctuoting every imaginahte kind of ethnicjohe. Yet his humor was never mean spirited, nor otesigneot to hwrt or
humiliate. 1 never once heard him utter a racial slur, nor did he ever treat anyone with anything other than respect
and kindness. Adi spohe openty of his admiration fov the femate ﬁgwe. Adi's support for women's otevetopment
in career and tife created a pevﬁect balance for his character. Adi had a quiet dignity, respecting himsetf the way

Stomatology Edu Journal



he Vespected others. As he faced his ﬁna[ o{ays, his Ioody Vavaged with the malady that ate his body, he never lost
his good humor. He never had one moment cf se[f—pity.
Farewell, Adi. You did good. You did real good. We miss you so much......
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