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Dear Readers,

It is my p[easvufe to write to you as the new President of the European Regional Organization of our FD1 World Dental
Federation, and 1 would like to take this opportunity to share some 'msights ﬁ'om the most recent deve[opments n
international po[ie[es fov our pvcfession. Globalization is a buzzword we have been hear[ng Vepeated[y in the media, and
yes, the world is most certainly converging in terms of S har'mg informaﬁon, data transfer, transport, trade and international
ﬁnancia[ ﬂows. At the same time, the regions and nations of this globalized world still diﬁ‘er enovmously in terms of their
standards of ['Lv'mg and, not in the least, their access to health care. Reducing g[o]oa[ health inequality and tack['mg g[oba[
health pvob[ems el%cﬁvely, eﬂieienﬂy and sustainab [y were the objec‘cives cf the annual congress of the FDI World Dental
Federation, held in San Francisco ﬁ'om 2t0 8 September, 2019. 1would like to take this opportunity to te“you about the most

important resolutions adopted at this meeting.

Visions for global oval health

The FDI's curvent strategic plan — the po[icy paper in which the goa[s cf our international dental cooperation are deﬁned —
covers the years 2018 to 2021 and will therefore come to an end in two years’ time. For this reason, some time ago we tasked
anew working group with drawing up a new strategic plan for the FD1 World Dental Federation for the period until 2030.
Prof. Michael Glick (USA) and Prof. David Williams (UK) were appointed to lead this working group, and my German
co“eague Dr. Michael Seveny is also part of it. The key points of the p[an S0 far ave that oral health must be accessible,
available and %ﬁ“ovdable worldwide. 1t should be integrated into the overall health ageno{a; this will ensure that dentists
are empowered under the UN goa[s for sustainable deve[opment. We want to build a responsive and robust pvofession
worldwide and we want oval health to be ﬁrmly anchored in the g[oba[ discourse on health and sustainabi[ity. One point
that is very important for everyone involved is to ensure that the draft cf our new strategic p[an, Vision 2030, is not an
immutable doctrine, but instead a document that can be changed or adapted at any time. We want technical feeanack and
constructive criticism to be easi[y incorpovated into the new Ppaper, which we hope to have Veady asa ﬁna[ draﬁ to present

to the FDI1 General Assemb[y in 2020.

New FDI policy statements

An important aspect of the work of our fedemﬁon is to produce and pu’o[ish infovmaﬁon and guide['mes on all aspects
cf oral health care and the actions cf dentists worldwide. We do this with the FDI Po[icy Statements, which sum up our
thoughts and views on a wide variety cf issues and topics related to our prcfession, its practice and orval health. These
statements are the result of [ong and intensive discussions and consultations with Vespected experts ﬁfom around the
world. Many cf our statements are prepared by scientiﬁc committees speci ca“y set up to debate and write them. Other
statements are the result of pvcfessional collaboration between our association and other associations such as the World

Health Organization (WHO).
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While in San Francisco the voting de[egates of the FDI member organizations adopted po[icy statements on the fo“owing
topics:

O Access to Oral Healthcare Among Vulnerable and Underserved Populaﬁons

O Antibiotic Stewardship in Dentistry

Q Continuing Education via eLearning

O Ethical International Recruitment of Oral Health Professionals (this is a revised and updated version of the 2006
statement). L{pdated issues included a commitment not to solicit dental professionals. As the FDI we ﬁd[y a[ign ourselves
with the World Health Organization’s (WHO) Codle of Practice on the Ethical Recruitment of Health Professionals.

O TInfection Prevention and Control in Dental Practice (revised and updated version of the 2009 state-ment)

O Malocclusion in Orthodontics and Oral Health

O Carious Lesions and First Restorative Treatment

O Repair of Restorations

Our new Po[icy Statements will be pub[ished shovt[y in Eng[ish and German on the FD1 website:
( https: [www.fd iwor[ddenta[.org/ resources/po licy-statements).

Anew President and forward-looking elections

Like most political professional bodies, the World Dental Federation has a democratic structure. Elections to the FDI Council
and the standing committees on a range of topics are part of every General Assembly.

Tn San Francisco, the former President-elect, Dv. Gerhard See’oerger (]ta[y), was elected President of the FDI, [eaving the post
of his designated successor to be filled. The General Assembly elected Professor Thsane Ben Yahya (Morocco) to the office of
President-elect in two ballots. In accordance with the FDI constitution, she will take up the ojﬁce of President of the World
Federation in 2021. Dr. Jack Cottrell (Canada) and Dr. Peter Engel (Germany) had also stood for election.

Dr. Greg Chadwick (USA) took over the office of treasurer.

Dr) ulianevon Hoyningen-Huene, one of my German co“eagues, was appointed chair of the FD1 Women Dentists Worldwide
Section.

For me }oevsona“y, the congress in San Francisco marked a very ﬁfuitﬁ,d and co“egial cooperation of dentists ﬁ'om all over
the world, and it was a source of pleasure and inspiration. The results of the congress encourage me to hope that in the not
too distant future we will be able to work together to balance or even eliminate the dramatic differences in access to high-
quality oral health care that exist around the world, and to ensure that everyone, everywhere benefits from the best possible
oral health care — thus creating true g[oba[izaﬁon. 1 cordia”y invite you, dear co“eagues and all readers of the Stomato[ogy

Edujowna[, to work with us to achieve this goa[!
Yours sincerely,

Michael Frank, DDS, PhD

ERO President of FDI1 World Dental Federation
President Dental Chamber Hesse

Board of the German Dental Chamber
Associate Editor-in-Chief of the Stomatology Edu Journal
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